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TERM 4, WEEK 3 

DIARY DATES 

OCTOBER 

Week 3 
Thur 28 
 
 
 

Fri 29 
 
 
 

Sun 31 

 
10.30am Schools First 
Assembly 
 
 

World Teachers Day 
2.30pm  Liturgy— 
Mary MacKillop  
 

Mary MacKillop  
Feast Day—Diocesan 
Celebration  at  
St Patrick’s Church 
Blacktown 1.15pm 

NOVEMBER 

Week 4 
Mon 1 

 
Tues 2 
 

Thur 4 
 

Thur 4 -     
5 
 

Sat 6 

 
9.15am All Saints 
Mass 
 

Melbourne Cup Day 
 

ES1 Excursion 
 

Stage 3 Camp to  
Vision Valley 
 

SMOOSH Trivia night 

Week 5 
Wed 10 
 
 
Thur 11 
 
 
Fri 12 
 
 
Sat 13 

 
Early Stage 1 2011 
Parent Meeting 7.30pm 
 
10.50am Remembrance 
Day Liturgy  
 
Mufti Day and Ice 
Cream Day 
 
2pm Reconciliation 
Rehearsal 

Week 6 
Wed 17 
 
 
 
Fri 19 

 
Early Stage 1 2011 
Orientation Morning 
 9-11am 
 
7.30pm First  
Reconciliation 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students,  
 

Numeracy Week 2013 
 

The Students at St Monica’s engage in rich open-ended tasks on a daily basis that allows 
all of the students to participate and be accountable for their learning.  A clear learning 
intention and success criteria is discussed before each lesson so that the students have a 
clear understanding of what they will be learning and how they are learning. It is  
important that you take the time to discuss with your child each week what they are 
learning. The Mathematics homework set by the class teacher each week reflects what 
your child is learning in class that week. 
 

Why Mathematics?  
 

In our everyday lives, understanding Mathematics enables us to: 
 
· Solve problems and make sound decisions 
· Use technology (for example calculators and computers) to help solve problems 
· Understand patterns and trends in the world around us in order to make  

predictions (for example, keep track of how much milk is consumed to know how 
much milk to buy each week, notice the times when traffic is heavy to decide on 
the best time to travel) 

· Manage time and money, and handle everyday situations that involve numbers 
(for example, calculate how much time we need to get to work, how much food 
we need to make meals, and how much money we need to buy food 

 

 A great place to visit that will challenge your thinking is…http://www.figurethis.org 
 
Mrs Denelle Gardoni 
Stage One Teacher  
 
 
Literacy Week 2013 
 

This week we celebrate National Literacy and Numeracy week. All classes read Herman 
and Rosie by Gus Gordon which is the book selected for Australia Reads 2013. This 
book is set in New York and is about friendship and dreams and provides enormous 
scope for writers of any age. After discussing themes, characters and the setting this  
inspired the children to choose their own topic and write a poem. The children carried 
their poem in their pocket on Wednesday and took it out during the day to read to  
classmates, teachers and visitors 
 
Mrs Mary-Jo Mason 
Assistant Principal  
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DIARY DATES  -  JULY 

Week 3 
Wed 31 
 
 
 
Fri 2 Aug 

 
ICAS—English  
 

7pm Social/Welcome 
Team Mtg (Staffroom) 
 

Theme Lunch—
Sausage Sizzle 

AUGUST 

Week 4 
Mon 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed 7 
 
 
 
 
 
Thurs 8 

 
8.30am—10.30am 
Uniform Shop 
 

9am-11am Pow Wow 
 

2pm Monty Pryor 
(Author visit—whole 
school) 
 
Zone Athletics—
Blacktown Olympic Centre, 
Athletics Track Rooty Hill 
 
7pm POSMS Meeting 
(Learning Space) 
 

St Mary of the Cross 
Liturgy  2:40pm 

Week 5 
Mon 12 
 
 
 
Tues 13 
 

Thurs 15 
 
 
 

Fri 16 

 
8.30am-10.30am  
Uniform Shop 
 

9am-11am Pow Wow 
 

ICAS—Mathematics 
 

Mass  9:15am 
Feast of the Assumption 
 

Stage 3—Canberra 
 

Stage 3—Canberra 

Week 6 
Mon 19 
 
 
 
Tues 20 
 

 
Wed 21 
 
 
 
Fri 23 

 
8.30am-10.30am  
Uniform Shop 
 

9am-11am Pow Wow 
 

Science in the City 
Netball Gala Day at 
Penrith 
 
Book Fair 
9:00am Grandparents 
Day Liturgy (date change) 

 
St Monica’s Feast Day 
9:15 am Liturgy 
Park 
Mufti Day  (Books) 



 

 

ST MONICA’S NEWS  

MEETINGS 
A reminder that the next Social Welcome Team Meeting will be held tonight  - Wednesday 31 July at 7:00pm in 
the Staff Room.   All welcome as there are a number of activities this term that all parents can be involved in. 
 

The next POSMS Meeting  - ‘Raising Resilient Children’ facilitated by our School Counsellor,  
Mrs Sally Connell. (Week 4) Wednesday  7 August  at 7:00pm in the Learning Space.  Also the PRC Report and a 
Fete Update. 
 

The next Fete Meeting for Stall Co-ordinators will be held on Tuesday 3 September at 7:00pm. 
 
PRAYERS 
Prayers are requested for members of our school community who are unwell at the moment.   
There are a few families that especially need our prayers at this time. 
 
GRANDPARENTS DAY LITURGY —(date change) 
Please note that the Grandparents Day Liturgy will be held on Wednesday 21 August 2013 at 9:00am in the 
Learning Space and not on Friday 23 August as previously advertised in the last newsletter.  
 
ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL 
Parents are reminded that a note explaining your child’s absence from school must be presented to your 
child’s homeroom teacher on the day that your child returns to school.  This is a legal requirement as 
all absences must be recorded on the class roll. 
 

An Application for Exemption from attendance at School must be completed if your child will be absent for an  
extended period of time.  Please enquire at the school office or download a form from the school website. 

 
WRAP WITH LOVE 
Last year we participated in the ‘Wrap with Love’ program which provides blankets for many places 
such as Armenia, South Africa, Romania, Mozambique, Madagascar, Nepal and many others. 
 

It is a voluntary agency who collects knitted squares and sews them together to make warm blankets 
and then shipa them to those most in need.  We are not involved this year, but anyone who would like 
to knit squares and donate them, please see Mrs Boulous for details.  
 

The squares are to be knitted 25cm x 25cm (10inches x 10 inches), using 8 ply wool and no.4 (4mm) needles if  
possible.   Mrs Boulous 
 
 

MONTY PRYOR 
Next Monday 5th August, Monty Pryor will be performing in the Parish hall for the whole school at 2pm. 
Monty is a multi-talented performer, and has collaborated with Meme McDonald on five books including My  
Girragundji and The Binna Binna man. In 2011, his book, ‘Shake a leg’, won the Prime Minister’s Literary award 
for children’s fiction. 
 

It will be a participatory program of dance, didjeridoo, body-painting, Dreamtime stories and personal stories from 
Monty’s life, followed by discussion. 
 

The Dreamtime stories, as well as his personal stories will be a great lead in to our celebrations for Book Week. 
All are welcome to join us for his performance.  Mrs Boulous 
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The new 2013/2014 Entertainment books are now available!  

Books cost $65 each and every book sold raises  
$13 for our school.    

Order securely online at:-     
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/21576y3   

 

Please contact Mrs Abood in the school office if you have  
any further enquiries.   



PARKING ON DAKING STREET 
Parents choosing to park on Daking Street are asked to consider the many businesses along the street. Please do not 
park over or in the driveways of any of the businesses. Double parking is against the road rules and is very unsafe for 
your child entering or exiting the car.  
 

If you are parking in Daking Street of an afternoon so that you can turn left onto Church Street please consider  
arriving at 3:15pm and using the drive through pick up. You are guaranteed not to have any cars ahead of you and 
you will be able to collect your child without getting out of the car. It is then an easy exit through the church  
driveway and you are out on Church Street very quickly. 
 
FETE NEWSLETTER 
The next Fete Newsletter will be published this Friday. 
 
GYMNASTICS—Thursdays in Term 3 
All Stages will now be having their gymnastics lessons on Thursdays.  Students are to wear their sports uniform to 
school on Thursdays during Term 3. 
 
TENNIS LESSONS 
A reminder to parents that tennis lessons resume next week (Week 4) on Tuesday 6 August. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST MONICA’S NEWS  

TOY MUFTI DAY 
Thank you for your generosity last Friday. We definitely have our first stall and it will be very popular with all the 
children on fete day. Thank you to Gulshan Muttoo for her organisation behind the scenes prior to the day.  
Thank you to Simone Lewis, Julie-Anne Gorrell, Tiffany Cooper, Janet Joseph, Swapna Tadepalli, Sonia Sentas, 
Joan Evangelista, Katrina Mitchell, Kristy O’Rourke, Jalaja Kumar and Slavica Lukic who generously gave of 
their time to sort, price and box the toys.  
 

Thank you also to Joseph Azar, Jasmine Bird, Martin Crame, Alby Giles, Edward Joseph, Jacob Khadi and  
Jayme O’Donnell from Stage 3 for checking all the jigsaws to make sure that all the pieces were in the box.  
Twenty-one boxes of toys will now be sent over to Storage King until fete day.   Miss O’Donnell 

Jessica Stoker Sahil Arya Eddie Tran Natalia Domanska 

Alby Giles Ainsley Mitchell Michael Kositse Christian Comello 

Joshua Albayeh Staff:  Mrs Ungsuprasert and Mrs Abood 

Happy birthday to the following students and staff who will  
celebrate birthdays in August. 
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CURRICULUM NEWS Page 4 

NATIONAL LITERACY AND NUMERACY WEEK  
 
 

Some examples of “A Poem in Your Pocket” are below.    
 

Visit our website to see more poem examples under the Media Gallery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ICAS—SCIENCE 
 

 

Congratulations to the following children who sat the ICAS Science competition last term: 
 

Participation:  Josue Heydari, Brandon Lukic, Ritesh Ashok Kumar, Rishabh Ashok Kumar, Saisriman Tadepalli 
Credit :             Patrick Crowle 
Distinction:     Natasha Muttoo, Brendan Pospischil, Jack Talty, Nish Jain, Edward Joseph, Julian Peen 
 
SRC REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The children voted last week for the new SRC representatives for Term 3 and 4.    
 

Congratulations to :-  
 

ES1    Neave Sciacca and Jayden Albayeh                 Stage 1  Alexis Chang and Raymond Khadi 
Stage 2   Cassie Kowalczyk and Lachlan Roberts           Stage 3  Patrick Youssef and Serena Barnes 
 

Badges will be presented at the next Assembly in Week 4 on  Friday 9th August at 9:00 am. 
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Friendship by Erica Crame (Stage 2) 
 

Best friends are angels 
That God sent along 

They always stick together 
When everything goes wrong 

 

Never turn away from me 
I can’t bear to be apart 

All the pain and suffering 
Will be too much for my heart 

 
You are my friend, the most beautiful and wise 

I really, really hope that our friendship never dies. 



RECYCLING 
 

At St Monica’s we know how important it is to be aware of our environment. We would like to resume 
collecting clean recyclable materials from your home. These will be used in our school learning  
activities.  We have some baskets that are at the top of the stairs, near the lift, the Recycle Station.   
 

If you have any clean, used materials eg:  SHOE BOXES, EGG CARTONS, COTTON WOOL, PLASTIC 
CONTAINERS AND LIDS, CARDBOARD, PAPER, CARDBOARD TU BES (no toilet rolls please!)    
Send them along to school during the term. 
 

It is not necessary to go shopping for these items.  We want to help you with your recycling and help the children 
become aware of the creative possibilities of recycling.      Mrs Ungsuprasert 
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PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have successfully completed the Challenge.   
 

Only 4 weeks to go before the Challenge ends! 
 

Sahil Arya, Zachariah Kassis, Aidan Muttoo, Neave Sciacca, Charles Sentas, Jordan Basha, Trinity Bird, 
Ana Maria Costea, Aadit Grover, Emma Halamkova, Laeticia Hossack, Veronica Sadek, Kael Sciacca, 
Riwaz Bhattachan, Amelia Furjanic, Marley Puyat, Alanis Supuk, Pinar Helena Unver, Joshua Albayeh, 

Jackson Basha, Philip Joseph, Cassandra Kowalczyk, Kyah Day, Pankti Patel, Julian Peen, Madeline 
Taylor, Peter Boujandy, Mark Furjanic, Bryce Hossack, Edward Joseph and Lucas Gonzalez. 

READING ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS—Term 3 
 

Congratulations to the following students who recently received Reading Encouragement Awards.   
 

 ES1  Suhana Roy Charles Sentas    
 Stage 1  Veronica Sadek, Myles Gaddi, Akwasi Boakye 
 Stage 2  Marcus Trimbounas, Amalie Dona, Madeline Lewis  
   Nazanin Abdollahi Haghshenas, Damian Matijevic 
 Stage 3     Brianna Mitchell, Marcus Gaddi, Edward Joseph, Serena Barnes 
 

Please spend time each day, reading to your child, listening to your child read or having a conversation about the 
text they are reading.    This small commitment of time has a great impact on the children’s learning.  Mrs Mason 

The Values for St Monica’s School in Weeks 2 and 3 are “Respect” and “Honesty”.   
The lists below show the students’ understanding of these values. 



 

STEPPING BEYOND: SUPPORT FOR THOSE SEPARATED OR DIVORCED 
On the last Tuesday of each month CatholicCare Solo Parent Ministry invites those who have been separated or  
divorced to an evening for sharing and support. The emphasis is on personal development, growth and goals for a 
hope-filled future. Shared personal experiences are prompted by the questions: “How well are you stepping beyond? 
What do you want to step beyond? What are you currently stepping beyond? What is stopping you from stepping  
beyond? What have you learned as you keep stepping beyond?” Venue: CCSS centre 51-59 Allawah St, Blacktown. 
Date: 30/7/13 Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm. Cost: $5.00.  
Registration: soloparentministry@ccss.org.au or Ph. 99330205. 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT FOR THOSE WIDOWED  
CatholicCare Solo Parent Ministry is running its next Seasons for Growth Program for adults in Parramatta,  
commencing on Tuesday 13th August. The Program will run for five consecutive weeks and is a means of helping 
those who are grieving the death of their spouse or partner. Through input and small group sharing you will be  
supported and assisted in understanding and working through some of the aspects and effects of your deep sadness, 
loss and grief and as you make the necessary adjustments to a new life without your soul mate. Venue: 2A Villiers St 
North Parramatta. Date/Time: Tuesdays 10.00am – 1.00pm. Cost: $80.00. Contact and Registration 
soloparentministry@ccss.org.au. Ph. 9933 0205. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER—Term 3 
 

DATE    EVENT    WHERE   TIME 
 

Thursday 8 August  St Mary of the Cross Liturgy  Learning Space   2:40pm 
 

Thursday 15 August  Mass—Feast of the Assumption  St Monica’s Church  9:15am 
 

Wednesday 21 August  Grandparents Liturgy  (date change) Learning Space   9:00am 
 

Friday 23 August  Feast Day Liturgy   Learning Space   9:15am 
 

Friday 30 August  Father’s Day Liturgy   Learning Space   9:00am 
    (Liturgy/cup of tea/followed by  
    Dads in the classroom) 
 
Sunday 8 September  Holy Communion Mass   St Monica’s Church  9:00am 
 

Thursday 12 September  Whole School attends    St Monica’s Church  9:15am 
    Parish Mass    
 

Thursday 19 September  Year 2 attend Parish Mass  St Monica’s Church  9:15am 
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LEARNING DIFFICULTIES:  THE ROLE OF THE PAEDIATRICI AN 
Presented by Dr Patrick Concannon, Consultant Development Paediatrician 
Tuesday 3 September 2013.  Sterling Room, Parramatta Leagues Club, Parramatta 
Registration 9.30am, Presentation (including question time) 10am-12pm 
 

$30 LDC Member, $65 Non LDC Member or why not join the LDC & attend our seminar  -  
 

$60 NEW individual membership and seminar entry (till 31st May 2014)  
$75 NEW School/Organisation membership & seminar entry (till 31st May 2014) 
 

Dr Concannon will be talking from his perspective as a Consultant Developmental Paediatrician.  He will discuss his 
role in the assessment, diagnosis, treatment and management in the home and classroom of Specific Learning  
Difficulties and other developmental disorders, such as ADHD and Autism Spectrum Disorders. 
 

For further information please visit our website:  www.ldc.org.au or phone (02) 9806 9960 

ANNIE —Invitation for Annie Orientation Night  
 

Packemin Productions will be staging the family classic, Annie, at Parramatta Riverside Theatres, February 7-22, 2014.   
Information about auditioning, rehearsing and performing in Annie will be given at the Orientation Night. 
 

When:  Tuesday 6th August 2013 7-8pm 
Where:  Parramatta Riverside Theatres, Cnr Church and Market Streets, Parramatta 
Who:  We will be looking for lots of girls (max 160cm tall) to play our orphans, adults (16+) for our ensemble cast and 
some lead roles.  Experience is not necessary, but dedication and commitment are a must! Attendees will be able to book 
an audition slot on the night.  Please note you do not need to attend the Orientation Night to book an audition time. This 
can be done by email. Details will be sent to the mailing list and will be on the website and Facebook page after Orientation 
Night.    To join the mailing list : www.packemin.com.au 



Triple P Course        Are you interested in attend ing? 
 

A letter was sent out to every family last Friday 26 July. Workbooks need to be ordered for each  
participant and we need to allow 3 weeks to ensure that the booklets arrive before the first session.  
 

The letter has been placed on the website for your reference. 
 
The program will run for 4 weeks at the school. Each session is about 90 minutes. 
 
   Wednesday    28 th August         at 7:00pm      
   Wednesday    4 th September     at 7:00pm 
   Wednesday    11 th September   at 7:00pm 
   Wednesday    18 th September   at 7:00pm 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

 Please return to Miss O’Donnell by Friday 2 August 2013 
 
I/We would like to attend the Triple P Course               Number of adults attending :     ________ 
 
Name/s:   ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number :   _________________________________ 
 
I will require child minding for : ____________________________________ Age/s ______________ 
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PRC Diocese of Parramatta 
 

Primary Focus Evening:  Restorative Practices:   
Building and maintaining healthy relationships in and around your home:   

 
THIS IS A PARENT ONLY WORKSHOP . 

 
As a parent, have you ever asked yourself: 
 
¨ I don’t know what to do when things go wrong at home? 
¨ I feel like my relationship with my child isn’t what it used to be? 
¨ Why is everyone always yelling? 
¨ Why won’t my child learn from their mistakes? 
 
Come along and listen to some strategies to help you build a more long lasting and healthy relationship. 
 

Cluster Presentation venues: 
 

Monday 26 August 2013         Cerdon College, Sherwood Road, Merrylands West 2160 
Tuesday 27 August 2013         Patrician Brothers’ College, 100 Flushcombe Rd, Blacktown 2148 
Tuesday 3 September 2013     St Mark’s Catholic College, 160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens 2768 
Thursday 5 September 2013   St Dominic’s College, Gascoigne St, Kingswood 2747 
 
Doors open at 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start. 
 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL  Email your name, school, contact number and venue choice to  
prcparraevents@hotmail.com         
 
This is a free workshop for parents in the Parramatta Diocese. 
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