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‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful’ Luke 6:36 
As we continue in the celebration of 
the Extraordinary Year of Mercy, we 
are gaining a deeper understanding of 
what mercy is and how we can 
experience mercy more deeply in our 
own lives. 
 
I was fortunate enough to experience 
a REC retreat day on Monday, where I 
had the opportunity to visit one of the 
Holy Doors of Mercy at Mt Schoenstatt, 
Mulgoa.  Throughout the day we 
listened to prayer and reflections from 
one of the Schoenstatt sisters, Sister 
Julie, as well as time for personal prayer 
and reflection.  One of the key themes 
from the day that resinated with me 
was about reminding ourselves that as 
humans, we are called by God to be 
merciful.  To show our merciful love of 
creation in humanity. This reflection 
applies in our every day lives today, 
with how we follow Christ’s mission on a 
daily basis.  This can be through 
prayers, actions, teaching, and 

forgiveness. 
In this ever-changing world that we live in 
today, we need to be reminded that 
mercy can be shown and seen every 
day. Pope Francis called this Jubilee of 
Mercy to allow all of us to reflect deeply 
on the wonderful gift of mercy that 
comes to us from God. He calls us to 
consider those ways in which we are 
called to be the face of His mercy to 
those we meet each day.  
 

 
It is also an opportunity for us to examine 
our lives, and through reconciliation and 
participation in Mass, we know that Jesus  

 

Mt Schoenstatt Shrine - Mulgoa 
Schoenstatt means ‘beautiful place’ and it is here that people from all 
walks of life find moments of peace and tranquillity on their journey 
through life. The Diocese of Parramatta has nominated the Schoenstatt 
Shrine as one of the special places in the diocese where a door of Mercy 
will be open for the duration of the Jubilee Year. Mt Schoenstatt is a 
place of grace and pilgrimage where love for Christ and his Mother, 
Mary, are deeply rooted. 
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will give us the strength to spread the 
good news of God’s mercy.  We do this 
by making a firm decision to live out in 
practical ways the Corporal Works of 
Mercy.   
 
Some of our 6 leaders have been working 
on practical suggestions for every child at 
St Monica’s to participate in each month, 
to show that they are the faces of mercy. 
Our focus is to immerse ourselves in the 
Corporal Works of Mercy.  By engaging in 
mercy-focused activities each month, we 
have an opportunity to be the merciful 
face of Jesus and to those members in 
our community who are in most need of 
Jesus’ healing. 

 
 

Peace and mercy, 
Michelle Rosewell 

Religious Education Coordinator	
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The Feast of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 
The first time we celebrated the feast 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was on 
August 31, 1670, in Rennes, France, 
through the efforts of Fr. Jean Eudes. 
From Rennes, the devotion spread, 
but it took the visions of St Margaret 
Mary Alacoque for the devotion to 
become universal. 
In all of these visions, Jesus 
appeared to St Margaret Mary, the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus played a core 
role.      
The "great apparition," which took 
place on June 16, 1675, during the 
scale of the Feast of Corpus Christi, is 
the source of the modern Feast of 
the Sacred Heart. In that vision, Jesus 
asked St. Margaret Mary to request 
that the Feast of the Sacred Heart 
be celebrated on the Friday after 
the scale (or eighth day) of the Feast 
of corpus Christ in repayment for the 
disloyalty of men for the sacrifice 
that Christ had made for them. The 
Sacred Heart of Jesus represents not 
his physical heart but his love for all 
our kind. 
The devotion became quite popular 
after St. Margaret Mary's death in 
1690, but, because the Church at 
the beginning had doubts about 
the power of St. Margaret Mary's 
visions, it wasn't until 1765 that the 
feast was celebrated officially in 
France. Almost 100 years later, in 
1856, Pope Pius IX, at the request of 
the French bishops, extended the 
feast to the universal Church. It is 
celebrated on the day requested by 
our Lord-the Friday after the scale of 
Corpus Christi, or 19 days after 
Pentecost Sunday. 
 

By Victoria Kassis and Sarah-Rose 
Wilson 

 
 

2016 Sacramental Program 
 

The Sacrament of First Holy Communion will be held on the weekend of 27 and 28 
August. 
  
Registration for this Sacrament was last weekend.  If you have any questions about 
registration please free to come and see me, or email me on: 
mrosewell@parra.catholic.edu.au 
  
There will be a Parent Only Meeting in our School Community Room on Daking Street 
on Tuesday 14 June @ 7:30pm.  It is essential that all parents attend the meeting. 
 

Sacramental Dates for 2016 
 
• Communion:  Weekend 27/28 August  
• Reconciliation: Friday 18 November @ 7:00pm 

  
 

Extraordinary Jubilee  
of Mercy 

 

As this is the Extraordinary Jubilee year of 
Mercy, we are focusing on our Corporal 
Work of Mercy focus, which for June is, 
Give to the Poor. The Corporal Works of 
Mercy are these kind actions that we 
perform and do in our everyday lives to 
help others improve their lives, by which 
we are extending God's compassion and 
mercy to those who need it the most. 
We would appreciate any donations; of 
soups (in packets or in tins), noodles or 
biscuits to help families that are 
disadvantaged. All donations will be 
greatly appreciated.  
 
We are very thankful for your donations, 
for supporting those in need. 

Natasha Mutto, Alanah Khadi & Brooke 
Emphield 

 

Important Parish Update 
 

The Parish announced last weekend at mass that there will be a 
church upgrade/refurbishment.  Every pew will be removed from the 
Church and given some much needed upgrades (sanding and 
varnishing).  The carpets and floors will also be updated during this 
time. 
The upgrade will begin in Friday 1 July, and will hopefully be 
completed by the end of August.  During this time, Mass will be held 
in the Parish Hall. 
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During the year, teachers have been working with their 
students on understanding the sacred scripture.  The staff 
focus in our professional learning meetings is on the 
implementation of the three levels of comprehension in their 
classrooms.  This approach was modelled in the Term 1 
POSMs meeting for all parents who attended.  Below are 
some further details of the three levels of comprehension 
(also known as three senses) that you might like to use when 
reading a scripture passage with your child. 
 
Literal (on the line) Comprehension:  

• Who? What? When? Where? Why? 
 

Inferential (between the lines) Comprehension:  
• What is revealed about God in this passage? 

(Where is?) 
• What is revealed about Jesus in this passage? 

(Where is?) 
• What is revealed about the Holy Spirit in this 

passage? (Where is?) 
• What symbols might need explaining? 

 
Application (beyond the line):  

• How can I apply this in my life? 
• What areas of my learning and life can I make 

direct links to: Prayer, Christian Life, Sacraments and 
Relationships with God. 

 
Try using this strategy at home with your child using the 
scripture passage: The Prodigal Son: Luke 15: 11 – 32. 
 
Literal Comprehension: 

• Who is in the story? 
• When is the story set? (where is Jesus’ life does this 

story take place – eg before He was born, during His 
life, after He died?) 

• Where does the story take place? (country, town, 
scene, etc) 

• What key ideas happen in the story? 
Inferential Comprehension: 

• Is God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit in the passage? 
• What the Father and the Sons represent? 
• Which son might you be in the story? 
• How does Jesus reveal himself? 

Application: 
• Can I make links to any part of the mass or 

Sacraments? 
• How can I change my actions to display my belief in 

Jesus? 

Holy Year of Mercy 
 
During this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, we will be 
focusing on a different aspect of the Corporal Works of 
Mercy each month.  The Corporal and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy are actions that we can perform that extend God’s 
compassion and mercy to those in need. 
 
Corporal Works of Mercy 
The Corporal Works of Mercy are these kind acts by which 
we help our neighbours with their material and physical 
needs. 
 
The Corporal Works of Mercy include: 

• Feed the hungry (May) 
• Give drink to the thirsty (June) 
• Clothe the naked (July) 
• Shelter the homeless (August) 
• Visit the sick (September) 
• Visit the imprisoned (October) 
• Bury the dead (November) 

 

2016 Formation Goal: 
 

For all students to have a deeper 
understanding of Sacred Scripture (with a 

focus on the Gospel of Luke) and it’s 
application to Catholic life. 

 

 

In Our Prayers… 
 
Please keep in your prayers all those in our community who 
have lost someone, or have someone in their lives who is 
unwell. 
We pray for… 

• Greg Tyszkiewicz and his family, on the recent loss of 
his grandmother. 

• Everyone effected by the devastating Orlando 
attack over the weekend. 

• All those who are sick or suffering. 
 
St Monica… 
pray for us 
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Term 2 Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Here is a list of the Liturgies and Masses for Term 2, 2016.  There is always an open invitation for you to join us in 
prayer.  We hope that you might take up the opportunity to attend Mass with your child’s class during the Term. 

Week  Date    Event     Location 
 
Week 8 Tuesday 14 June  Parent Only Meeting  Comms Room, 7:00pm 
  Thursday 16 June  Stage 3 Parish Mass   Church, 9:15am 
 
Week 9 Thursday 23 June  Stage 2 Parish Mass   Church, 9:15am 
 
Week 10 Thursday 30 June  ES1 Parish Mass   Church, 9:15am 
 

Social Justice: 
 

Donate tinned or packet 
soup, noodles and biscuits 
to our 2016 Winter Appeal 


