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St Monica’s 
Religious 

Education 
Newsletter 

‘Hark the Herald Angel sing…Glory to the newborn King!’ 

To parents, students, teachers and all 
those who are part of the St Monica’s 
school community: 
 
 As the end of the year comes to close, 
we begin to prepare ourselves for the 
miraculous birth of Jesus Christ. It 
begins with Advent, commencing on 
Sunday 27 November.  Advent is a time 
of expectant waiting. We will wait in 
hope, faith and love as we prepare 
ourselves and our families for the 
Nativity of Jesus Christ. The symbol of 
Advent is the Advent Wreath. Each 
part of the wreath has a special 
significance and meaning: 
- Greenery: The wreath is made of 

various evergreens, symbolsing 
continuous life 

- Holly: The Holly reminds us of the 
crown of thorns 

- Candles: The four candles symbolise 
the four weeks leading up to 
Christmas. Three candles are purple 
and one is rose. The purple candles 

symbolise penance, prayer and 
sacrifices. The rose candle, lit on the 
third Sunday, symbolises rejoicing, as 
Christ is almost here. 
- Light: The light from the candles 

signifies Christ, light of the world. 
 

The two main events we still have yet to 
celebrate before the end of Term 
include: 

- St Monica’s ‘around the world’ 
Christmas Celebration 
(Wednesday 7 December, 
7:15pm) 

- End of Year Mass/Year 6 
Graduation (Thursday 15 
December, 6:00pm) 

 

All dates are compulsory school events 
and all students from K-6 are expected to 
attend.  These will be the last two events 
on our calendar where we can celebrate 
the year that we have had, farewell our 
Year 6 students, and join in the joy of the 
Christmas season as a school community. 
 
 
	

 

Advent – commencing Sunday 27 November 

A time for waiting… 
“The virgin will be with child and give birth to a 

son, and they will call him Emmanuel” 
Matthew 1:23	

Issue 2, Term 4, 2016 

Finally, as we conclude the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy and the Holy Doors have 
closed, we will finish our year with one 
final Social Justice Project. Over the next 
few weeks we will be collecting non-
perishable items to make Christmas 
Hampers.  These hampers will be donated 
to St Vincent de Paul, who will distribute 
them to families in our community who 
are need. Donating food for the 
Christmas Hampers will allow others in our 
community to enjoy the spirit of Christmas 
with their families.  More information on 
these two Social Justice Events are 
located in this edition of the RE 
Newsletter. 
 
I would like to wish our community a safe 
Christmas and holiday season.  Enjoy time 
with family and friends and have a 
fantastic New Year.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone at the beginning of the 
2017 school year. 
 

Peace and love, 
Michelle Rosewell 

Religious Education Coordinator	
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A Spotlight On… 
Miss Sweeney 

"Spirit of God in the clear running water, 
Blowing to greatness the trees on the hill; 

Spirit of God in the finger of morning, 
Fill the earth, bring it to birth 

And blow where you will. 
Blow, blow, blow till I be 

But breath of the Spirit blowing in me......." 
Medical Mission Sisters 

 
The words of this well-known 1960's folk hymn recently 
popped into my head as I travelled a section of El 
Camino de Santiago de Compostela - the pilgrim 
walk of St James.  With the lyrics constantly buzzing 
around my head I found myself reflecting on the 
many people -some complete strangers - who, 
through their welcoming smiles, cheery nature, 
hopeful disposition, gentle care, amazing generosity 
and passionate commitment to social justice, have 
enabled me to experience the power of God's Spirit 
in my life.  
 
Yes, the Spirit of God truly is present in our world. All 
we need to do is open our eyes and see, open our 
ears and hear, open our hearts and be moved. 
 

Social Justice: 
St Vinnie’s Christmas 

Hamper Appeal 

Our St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal will begin on 
Monday 28 November.  We will be collecting a range 
of non-perishable items that will be donated to St 
Vincent de Paul and used to make hampers.  These 
Christmas hampers will be donated to families in our 
community who are less fortunate, so they have the 
opportunity to celebrate Christmas with their families 
and friends. 
We would like to ask that every child donates at least 
one non-perishable item to the Christmas hamper in 
their classroom.  Some food suggestions include 
tinned food (vegetables, fruit, baked beans, tuna, 
etc), pasta, cereal, jam, soup, noodles, bottles or 
drink or juice, or anything else that has a long expiry 
date. 
The hampers will be donated to the St Vincent de 
Paul who will then distribute where needed. 

2016 DATES TO REMEMBER 
Christmas Concert  

Wednesday 7 December – In the 
playground 

Commences at 7:15pm 
 

Year 6 Graduation/End of Year Mass 
Thursday 15 December – Church 

Commences at 6:00pm 
 

Please make a note of these dates on your 
calendar.  All students are expected to 

attend both events. 
 

Social Justice: 
National Bandanna Day 

On Friday 28 October we celebrate National 
Bandanna Day. National Bandanna day raises 
awareness and money for people diagnosed with 
cancer, in particular children and teenagers.  On the 
day we raised almost $1200.  Thank you to everyone 
in our school community who purchased a bandanna 
or donated to this worthy cause.  
 

Our Year 6 Leaders this year have demonstrated outstanding 
growth and development in their leadership and organisation 
skills.  I have been working alongside all our leaders at different 
points throughout the year and they have continued to step-
up and produce amazing liturgies, prayer, religious displays 
and articles for our RE Newsletter.  I would like to commend all 
of them on their hard work throughout the year and wish them 
all the best of luck for the beginning of the next stage in their 
lives. 
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Term 4 Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Here is a list of the Liturgies and Masses for Term 4, 2016.  There is always an open invitation for you to join us in 
prayer.  We hope that you might take up the opportunity to attend Mass with your child’s class during the Term. 

 

What have we learnt 

this year in 

religious 

education? 
 
‘Mother Teresa cared for other people’ Lydia, ES1 
 
‘I have learnt about my five senses and how Jesus 
made the blind man see’ Sanoy, Year 2 
 
‘I know more about the stories of Jesus and God in the 
bible and I know how to be a better person’ Gene, S2 
 
‘I learnt that Jesus was born in Bethlehem’ Liam, Year 1 
 
‘Getting along, even though we are not the same’ 
Ainsley, S3 
 
‘Mary had a baby and she called him Jesus’ Jose, ES1 
 
‘Promises are made with two people or more and 
when you make a promise it means someone trusts 
you’ Alex, S2 
 
‘Many more ways to follow Jesus and taking action, its 
not just going to church’. Charlotte, S3 
 
‘How Jesus healed the paralysed man and the leper’ 
Ruby K, Year 2 
 
‘Jesus was born on Christmas Day’ Elise, Year 1 
 
‘How you help people overseas who are struggling’ 
Zeke, S2 
 
‘The different countries around the world that are poor 
and how the wealth is spread’ Marcus, S3 

 

2016 Formation Goal: 
 

For all students to have a deeper understanding of Sacred Scripture (with a focus on the Gospel 
of Luke) and its application to Catholic life. 

 
 

Thank You… 
To all our families who have donated gifts to the Mission Tree. 
These gifts will be donated to Arrupe Place, who will distribute 
the presents to refugees, so they can celebrate a wonderful 
Christmas with their family.  Over the past month, we had 
overwhelming respond, with more than 85 presents being 
donated.  An additional mention to the Social Justice Team 
who have organised this Social Justice initiative; Joshua 
Albayeh, Patrick Crowle, Andy Haddad, Lachlan Roberts and 
Jack Talty.  They have put in many hours organising the prayer 
space, putting together the Mission Tree and gift tags and 
reminding everyone in our school about their project.  Next 
Wednesday 30 November, they will be joining me to Arrupe 
Place where we will be donating all of these special presents.  
A special thank you to Mrs Haddad who drove us (and all the 
presents) on the day. 
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Week Date Event Who’s Involved 
Week 8 Sunday 4 December Second Sunday in Advent  

Week 9 Wednesday 7 December 
 
Thursday 8 December 
 
Sunday 11 December 

St Monica’s Christmas Concert (7:15pm, under croft) 
 
Farewell Teacher’s Mass (11:30am, Church) 
 
Third Sunday in Advent 

Whole School 
 
Whole School 

Week 10 Thursday 15 December 
 
 
Sunday 18 December 

End of Year/Y6 Graduation Mass (6:00pm, Church) 
**Children to wear full school uniform 
 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Whole School 

  

Term 4 Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Here is a list of the Liturgies and Masses for Term 4, 2016.  There is always an open invitation for you to join us in 
prayer.  We hope that you might take up the opportunity to attend Mass with your child’s class during the Term. 

 

 
St Monica’s 2016 Christmas Concert 

 
Our 2016 Christmas Concert will be held on Wednesday 7 December.  Please read the details below: 

 
Where: Undercroft Area 

Time: 7:00pm arrival for a 7:15pm start (children will be lining up in their assembly lines near the flags) 
 

What to wear: 
ES1 – Spain: Red & black, moustache (boys) 

Year 1 – Ireland: green and orange 
Year 2 – Lebanon: Boys; black pants/shorts, white top Girls; red or green skirt, white top 

Stage 2A – Germany: Green t-shirt, red shorts/skirt, gold or silver tinsel, Santa hat (optional) 
Stage 2B – Hawaii: lei, grass skirts, Hawaiian shirts, board shorts 

Stage 2C – Australia: hats with corks or cowboy/girl hats, checked shirt, denim shorts/jeans/skirt 
Stage 3A – New Zealand: black and white 

Stage 3B – England: red/white (silver) or blue, sparkly hat 
Please note NO THONGS allowed for all students 

 
Parking: No parking will be available onsite due to Taekwondo lessons in the hall.  Please allow enough time to 

find parking in nearby streets or Bunning’s. 
 

You are welcome to bring a fold-up chair or picnic rug to sit on. 
Please be reminded that this is a compulsory school event.  

If you are unable to attend, please let your class teacher know ASAP. 


