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‘And they were filled with the Holy Spirit’  Acts 2:4 
Our Pentecost Liturgy and Multicultural 
Day that our community shared on 
Monday was a credit to the parents 
and families of St Monica’s. On 
Monday we saw the true work of the 
mission of Jesus and the meaning of 
Pentecost come to life. Students took 
part in activities from all around the 
world, sharing their knowledge and 
learning about food, art, games and 
dance from other cultures. We then 
shared a fabulous lunch together and 
through the generosity of our parents 
community and staff we were lucky 
enough to taste food from so many 
different countries. Thank you to all the 
parents that assisted in making this day 
unique and memorable for our 
students. 
 

Our generosity continued last Friday, 
when our Social Justice Team (SJT) 
organised our first fundraiser for the 
year. Our team raised money to 
donate to Girls from Oz, an 
organisation that provides creative 
activities, for children and young 

people in remote Australia, that expand 
life experiences, create connections, 
encourage growth in confidence and 
increase opportunities for those who have 
limited access to high quality performing 
arts education. 
 

Our Social Justice Team raised over $210 
by selling lolly bags, popcorn and ice 
creams at recess and lunch on Friday. 
They worked tirelessly all day and should 
be commended for their efforts. 
 

Our next SJT event will be in Week 10 
where we will be collecting funds 
throughout the week to donate to Arrupe 
Place.  This coincides with Refugee Week.  
In class, students will be learning about 
refugees to gain an understanding about 
their experiences they have endured. The 
Christ-centred leaders have put together 
a fantastic display for Refugee Week. It is 
on the new noticeboard in the Mercy 
Hallway (near the lift). Everyone is invited 
to take a look! 
 

A special thank you to the Crame family 
for organising and making the t-shirts for 
	

 
 

Pentecost – Sunday 4 June 
This feast day commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
disciples and followers of Jesus and will be held on Sunday 8 June this 
year.  According to the Bible, it was on the 50th day after Easter when 
the apostles prayed together and the Holy Spirit descended up on them. 
They received the “gift of tongues” – the ability to speak in other 
languages – and immediately began to preach about Jesus Christ to 
Jewish people from all over the world. 
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the SJT.  They looked amazing! 
 

Next week will be Father Fernando’s 
last official week as Parish Priest of St 
Monica’s before he leaves for his trip to 
Rome. On Friday 16 June, we will be 
celebrating Father Fernando’s time 
with us and farewelling him in a special 
mass. This mass will be held at 9:15am 
and everyone is invited to attend. 
 

In this issue of the RE newsletter I have 
outlined the Gospel focus that will be 
taught in Term 2 in each stage.  You will 
also find the timetabled liturgies and 
masses, the sacramental details and 
other important information relating to 
Religious Education. 
 

I look forward to continuing our 
partnership this term.  If you have 
feedback, suggestions or an article or 
photo that you think would be perfect 
for our RE Newsletter, I would love to 
hear from you. 

 
Peace and love, 

Michelle Rosewell 
Religious Education Coordinator	
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Term 2 Key Scripture 
Focus 

 
Early Stage One 
 
Unit #2: God is Our Creator 
Key Scripture Focus: 
Six Days of Creation 
Genesis 1: 1-31 
 

Stage 1 
 
Unit #2: The Pentecost Story 
Key Scripture Focus: 
The First Pentecost 
Acts 2: 1-13 

 

Stage 2 
 
Unit #2: Eucharist: The Structure of the 
Mass 
Key Scripture Focus: 
The Road to Emmaus 
Luke 24: 13 – 35 
 
Stage 3 
 
Unit #2: Stories of the Early Church 
Key Scripture Focus: 
I Am the Vine 
John 15: 1 - 17 
 

2017 Formation 
Goal: 

 
For all students to 
have a deeper 

understanding of 
Sacred Scripture 

and it’s 
application to 
Catholic life. 

 

Three Sense of Scripture: 
 
Literal (on the line) Comprehension:  

• Who? What? When? Where? Why? 
 

Inferential (between the lines) Comprehension:  
• What is revealed about God in this passage? (Where is?) 
• What is revealed about Jesus in this passage? (Where is?) 
• What is revealed about the Holy Spirit in this passage? (Where is?) 
• What symbols might need explaining? 

 
Application (beyond the line):  

• How can I apply this in my life? 
• What areas of my learning and life can I make direct links to: Prayer, 

Christian Life, Sacraments and Relationships with God. 
 

Arrupe Place 2017 Winter Appeal 
Housed in the Mercy cottage next to OLMC Parramatta, is Arrupe Place. This is a practical drop in service for 
refugees run by the Jesuit order.  The Cottage accepts donations of fruit and vegetables, and their volunteers 
collect any donations on a Wednesday, when any refugees are welcome to drop in and pick up some much 
needed supplies for their families. Most of the refugees walk, some catch public transport from all over Sydney and 
make their own way to the cottage. 
 

This term for our Winter Appeal we will be collecting money to donate to a local community need we have 
recognised through the work of our Social Justice Team.  We will be using the donations to purchase supermarket 
gift vouchers so that food items can be purchased by the refugees. 
 

All donations will be sent to Arrupe Place, and they will distribute to families and refugees in need within our local 
community.  We will be raising awareness on refugees and collecting donations every day in Week 10 of this term. 

Social Justice Team 
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2017 Sacramental Program 
 

Thank you to all the parents who have registered their child for the 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion over the weekend.  A remind 
that there will be a Parent Only Meeting in our School Community 
Room on Daking Street on Tuesday 13 June @ 7:00pm. 
Congratulations to the newly confirmed students who made the 
Sacrament of Confirmation last Friday night: 

- Jonah Assaf, Trinity Bird, Zoe Bird, Jericho Crame, Jessica 
Crowle, Kayla Grzelak, Emma Halamkova, Hayden Herder-
Beke, Laeticia Hossack, Gene Kneipp, Rafael Noonan, 
Joshua North, Reema Santos and Kael Sciacca 

 
Sacramental Dates for 2017 

• First Eucharist:  Weekend 26/27 August  
• Reconciliation: Thursday 23 November @ 

7:00pm 
 

 
	

Editorial from our  

Christ-centred Leaders 
 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
 
Since 1844. Catholic Australians have celebrated the feast day of Our Lady Help of Christians on 24 May. It 
started when Father John Therry was appointed as Bishop to Australia. The first Catholic Church was built by Rev 
Richard Johnson and other convicts. The Australian Catholic community remained faithful to Mary and 
Australia was the first nation to choose her under the title, 'Mary Help of Christians'. 
 

A Prayer to Our Lady Help of Christians 
 

Almighty God, deepen in our hearts 
our love of Mary Help of Christians. 

Through her prayers and under her protection, 
may the light of Christ shine over our land. 

May Australia be granted harmony, justice and peace. 
Grant wisdom to our leaders and integrity to our citizens. 

Bless especially the men and women 
of the Australian Defence Force and their families. 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. 
Amen. 

  
Mary Help of Christians, pray for us. 

 
By Maurice Haddad & Rhiannon Cooper 
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Term 2 Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Here is a list of the Liturgies and Masses for Term 2, 2017.  There is always an open invitation for you to join us in 
prayer.  We hope that you might take up the opportunity to attend Mass with your child’s class during the Term. 

Week Date    Event    Location  
Week 6 Wednesday 31 May  Stage 3 Parish Mass   Church, 9:15am 
  Thursday 1 June  ES1 Parish Mass   Church, 9:15am 
  Friday 2 June   Social Justice Team Fundraiser Recess & Lunch 
  Friday 2 June   Sacrament of Confirmation Church, 7:00pm 
 
Week 7 Monday 5 June  Pentecost Liturgy   Assembly Area, 9:00am 
  Monday 5 June  Multicultural Day   All day 
  Wednesday 7 June  Stage 2 Parish Mass   Church, 9:15am 
  
Week 8 Tuesday 13 June  Parent Only Meeting  Comms Room, 7:00pm 
  Friday 16 June  Father Fernando’s Farewell Mass Church, 9:15am 
 
Week 9 Wednesday 21 June Stage 3 Parish Mass   Church, 9:15am 
 
Week 10 All Week   Winter Appeal Awareness & Donation Week    
    

Social Justice Team 
 
Thank you to the SJT for organising the fundraiser for last 
Friday. The team put together over 100 lolly bags, cooked 
30 bags of popcorn and sold over 75 ice creams.  Their hard 
work paid off as they raised over $210 for Girls from Oz. 

 

 

St Monica’s 2017  

 
I would like to congratulate the following students 
who have been successful applicants and have 
formed our Social Justice Team for 2017: 

• Charlotte Newey 
• Isabella Smith 
• Amelia Furjanic 
• Henry Corcoran 
• Trinity Bird 
• Jericho Crame 
• Gene Kneipp 
• Jessica Chapman 

These students have already started planning 
projects for 2017 to raise awareness and funds for 
disadvantaged people in our local community.   
The two SJT projects for Term 2 are: 

• Girls from Oz – Friday 2 June 
• Arrupe Place Winter Appeal – Week 10 

 

 


